[Pericarditis: a giant cell arteritis manifestation].
Temporal arteritis is a vasculitis in which inflammatory manifestations mainly involve the external carotid artery area but not exclusively. Through a clinical observation and a review of the literature, we suggest that inflammatory pericarditis could represent a manifestation of temporal arteritis. A 75-year-old-woman was admitted for progressive physical deterioration which had been evolving for three months, associated with fever, frontotemporal cephalalgia and severe biological inflammatory syndrome. Chest X-ray reveals a cardiomegaly and suggests a pericarditis, which was rapidly confirmed by echocardiogram. Temporal artery biopsy concludes to the diagnosis of a giant cell arteritis. Steroids treatment is prescribed, leading to a rapid regression of the inflammatory state and the pericarditis without relapse after 6 months of follow-up. Only prospective studies on systematic echocardiography when faced with the diagnosis of giant cell arteritis, whatever clinical symptoms, will enable to appreciate the prevalence and prognosis value of this manifestation. Moreover, temporal artery analysis seems to be justified when faced with a sub-acute or chronic "idiopathic" inflammatory pericarditis occurring in the elderly patient. Physiopathogeny is unknown but some hypothesis can be proposed: inflammatory cytokines storm, immune complexes deposition, giant cell vasculitis of pericardial arteries or inflammatory interstitial lesion of the pericardium with or without granuloma.